THE PERSONAL CLEAVAGE
but a blind partisan of the Whig or Tory factions of those
vanished days would find it impossible to vindicate all these
successive and superficially inconsistent actions of Halifax as
being both sincere and in the public interest- On the whole
throughout this long, tempestuous period Marlborough, as
we have seen, moved politically with Halifax, His broad out-
look upon affairs, his sane and reasonable temperament, his
indifference towards the two parties, his hatred of excess or
revenge, his antagonism to France, his adherence to the
Protestant cause, all conform to the Halifax type, and step
by step his actions harmonize with those of the illustrious
* Trimmer/
Longer than any other race in the world the English have
exercised the right or power of dismissing a Government of
which they have tired, and in the main our civilization has
gained by this process. But in the days when party leaders
were rival kings, when dislike of bad government was dis-
loyalty, when resistance to a misguided king was treason, the
ordinary transactions of modern political life wore a dire and
sinister aspect. It was not possible to take part in public
affairs without giving solemn oaths, nor to address the royal
personage who was the party-leader except in the obsequious
and adulatory terms which are still conventional. Not
merely exclusion from public office, but confiscation of goods,
imprisonment, and possibly death overhung all who were found
on the losing side in any of the convulsions of State. In con-
sequence public men often endeavoured when possible to
minimise their risks and to mitigate for themselves and thek
families the consequences of a dynastic change. No such
anxieties beset the Victorians or trouble us to-day. All our
fundamentals have been for many generations securely estab-
lished. The prizes of public life have diminished; its risks
have been almost entirely removed. High office now means
not the road to riches, but in most cases financial sacrifice.
Power under the Crown passes from hand to hand with
smooth decorum. The * Ins * and * Outs 9 take their turn in
His Majesty's Government and in His Majesty's Opposition
usually without a thought of personal vengeance, and often
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